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WELCOME!

Welcome to the ConnectLife High School program! We are excited to work with you and your students over the course of the next year to help raise awareness about donation and transplantation in your school and across the community.

Since 2004, ConnectLife has been educating and inspiring our community’s young adults to help save and enhance lives through participation in our high school program. The ConnectLife Club is a sponsored, multi-disciplinary program that aims to increase local blood donations and enrollments on New York’s Donate Life Registry with the help of our local schools.

Students involved in the ConnectLife Club have an opportunity to develop leadership and communication skills, and it provides students with skills they can apply in future academic and work-related activities. The ConnectLife Club also allows students the opportunity to establish themselves as members of the community through promoting a blood drive, running a donor registry drive, and volunteering at outreach events.

ConnectLife provides partner schools and advisors with opportunities for speakers, tours, videos, digital and print materials, and individualized support to help achieve Club goals and be a resource to educators.

It is important that our schools and advisors feel supported throughout the year, and we have a great team of staff that will work with you every step of the way to ensure delivery of a great educational programs and successful blood drives.

YOUR CONNECTLIFE REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE 2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR 
Rebecca Aupperle, Account Executive
raupperle@ConnectLife.org
716.866.7626

IN ADDITION TO YOUR REPRESENTATIVE, PASQUALE MAGGIORE WILL SERVE AS YOUR OTHER MAIN CONTACT FOR PARTNER AGREEMENT DELIVERABLES, PAYMENTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS.
Pasquale Maggiore, Community Development Specialist
pmaggiore@ConnectLife.org 
716.529.4501  






About ConnectLife:
ConnectLife helps people help others. As a federally designated not-for-profit organ procurement organization and community blood bank, we save and enhance lives through organ, eye, tissue and blood donation.

ConnectLife works to assist donor families, coordinate the donation process and provide schools, businesses and community partners with the knowledge needed to make lifesaving and life-enhancing decisions. We have routinely helped to secure higher rates of donation across our region than the national average.

The community blood center at ConnectLife is an integral part of our region’s medical community, providing the best blood products possible when hospitals are in need. We are able to react and quickly and efficiently provide blood needed to save someone's life. ConnectLife is the primary supplier of blood products to Kaleida Health, ECMC, Brooks Memorial Hospital, Niagara Falls Memorial Medical Center, Olean General Hospital, Bradford Regional Medical Center, and Wyoming County Community Health System. This accounts for over 75% of the blood needs in WNY. Our network and success have gone hand-in-hand, and as a result, ConnectLife has been able to spread the message that donation is vital – and donation saves lives.


ConnectLife Mission:
We are committed to educating the community, inspiring donation and connecting lives.



ConnectLife Vision: 
ConnectLife envisions a future where blood is available for all in need, we decrease the number of deaths of those waiting for a transplant, innovative tissues enhance quality of life and advance cutting-edge research, every donor and donor family is honored, and employees are empowered and motivated to realize their highest potential in service of our mission.








Student Benefits:

· LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
Students experience the opportunity to establish themselves as giving members of the community through character education and support of donation awareness campaigns and blood drives. Students have the opportunity to co-present to Board, PTA and Faculty meetings. 

· COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Students receive up to 25 community service hours for being involved with the ConnectLife school program and are given the chance to participate in a variety of other service-based opportunities. Students also have the opportunity to volunteer, gain additional service hours and intern with ConnectLife. 

· SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarship opportunities are available to students who participate in ConnectLife activities. 

· CAREER EXPLORATION 
Students encounter a variety of professionals via tours, in-classroom presentations and job shadows – including Allied Health Professions, Marketing & Communications, Business Administration/Finance and Social Work.

· ACADEMIC & PROFESSIONAL SUCCESS
The experiences that students are given in the program better prepare them for future success! From service opportunities to campaign planning, students become key ambassadors and establish a foundation of demonstrated leadership and management skills. 

· REPUTATION & COMMUNITY IMPACT
A collaborative partnership between your educational institution and ConnectLife is a winning combination! Together, we can enhance and save lives in the Western New York community.

Advisor Benefits:

· Curriculum each year to engage students throughout the program.

· Step by step instructions on how to plan and facilitate club activities.


· Staff support from a ConnectLife Representative to help you implement the modules.

· Educational resources to help you and your students learn and teach others about organ, eye, tissue and blood donation.

· Advisor stipends for their commitment to this program. Advisor stipend checks will be delivered in increments and are contingent upon the completion of the Donate Life Club modules outlined in this handbook.

· Supply checks to help your club members run a valuable awareness campaign to educate your school community about organ, eye, tissue and blood donation.


Setting up your 2023-2024 ConnectLife Club:  

· School commits to participate by identifying one or two advisors and completing a signed school program agreement (sent electronically this year).
· Advisors meet with their ConnectLife Representative to review the requirements and expectations. This is a mandatory meeting during which we will provide you with the information you will need to run a successful program and blood drives.  This meeting should be completed by the first week of October 2023. This meeting can take place at your school or virtually.
· Identify a class to run the program with or recruit 5-25 students to participate as club members and schedule your first meeting.
· Secure dates with your ConnectLife Representative and Pasquale Maggiore for blood drives, speakers and tours. 
· Stay in communication with your ConnectLife Representative each month. 
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Required Activities
All schools are required to have two or more in-school, student/staff run blood drives and an awareness table (recommended to be held in conjunction with your blood drive). Blood drives should be scheduled by September 1st with your ConnectLife Representative, and you will work together to determine a goal for the drive based on past results. Your club/class will be responsible for all aspects of the blood drive including planning, recruitment, pre-drive education, and day-of drive assistance. 

ConnectLife provides a Blood Drive Boot Camp which we encourage all schools to utilize on an annual or basis. Your ConnectLife Representative will educate you and your potential donors on how to best prepare for a successful drive and blood donation. Your Blood Drive Boot Camp should be completed before your school’s first drive.

Additional Opportunities
In addition to holding blood drives, each school is encouraged to participate in the full mission of ConnectLife- organ, eye, tissue and blood donation- through education and awareness activities.

Speaker- overview of ConnectLife as an organization from a staff member, and/or an organ/tissue/blood donor/recipient who will share their personal story. (Class period in length, based on availability)

Tour- behind the scenes look at ConnectLife, our service lines and career opportunities. (Based on availability, must be scheduled ASAP)

ConnectLife Toolkit- choose one activity (video, worksheets, quizzes, etc.) from the online toolkit to complete each quarter with your Club/class. Advisors will complete a simple form that lists which activities were completed. Toolkit can be found at this link by clicking the ConnectLife Resources button- https://www.connectlife.org/connectlife-club 
Q1: OCT-DEC Q2: JAN-MAR Q3: APR-JUNE

Registry and awareness campaign- educate your school community about organ, eye, tissue and blood donation through the creation of an awareness campaign. Full mission campaigns can be run in conjunction with a blood drive or anytime during the school year. ConnectLife will provide a campaign planning guide in the online toolkit. This is a great opportunity for students to gain skills in leadership, communication, marketing, and sales.

ConnectLife Scholarship 
Thank you to our high school partners for supporting ConnectLife and helping to spread our mission across WNY. Because of you, thousands of young people in our community are saving lives. Whether it is through enrollment on the NYS Donor Registry, blood donation to our community blood bank, or awareness on the need for donation and transplantation, they greatly impact the lives of many. In recognition of your efforts, ConnectLife is happy to be able to offer a scholarship program again for the 2023/2024 school year. 

Scholarship Guidelines
· All schools holding at least two blood drives will receive a $500 scholarship for EACH BLOOD DRIVE that collects 85% of the goal. School blood drive goals will be decided on with advisor and your ConnectLife Account Executive. Scholarships will be mailed directly to student awardee in June/July

· ConnectLife scholarships are for graduating seniors who have been active club members and/or blood donors. 

· Your high school will determine the scholarship recipient(s). We will provide you with a nomination form to complete that will be due in June of 2024.

· ConnectLife is happy to provide scholarship certificates for award winners, and participation certificates for all senior club members whom advisors wish to recognize at school ceremonies.  Kindly let your ConnectLife Account Executive know by sending the names of students you want recognized at least two weeks prior to the event.

Community Service Hours
· Students can receive up to 25 hours for participation in club activities.

· There may be opportunities for students to earn additional hours by volunteering with ConnectLife at organization-sponsored and community events or in the office.

· It is up to advisors to validate community service hours.  ConnectLife will provide a blank letter that advisors can fill in for each student.  



What can you expect from your ConnectLife Representative?

Communication We are here to help you schedule activities, answer questions, address concerns, and to provide you with any resources you may need for your campaign and other club or class events.  

Accountability We will be punctual for all meetings, events and drives with you. Your time and your students’ time are valuable, and we recognize this and will do all we can to best accommodate your schedules.  If there is ever a time that your assigned ConnectLife Representative cannot attend a meeting, another representative will be scheduled to attend.

Respect We will always treat you and your students with complete respect.  






























Brand Guidelines
On August 15, 2019, Unyts officially rebranded to ConnectLife. Please read through our brand guidelines detailing our story, mission and vision, logo, brand colors, and more.
​
Formal Logo Guidelines
​
The preferred version of the ConnectLife logo is the primary full-color version with tagline. It is composed of the blue gradient interlocking C icon, the navy and light blue ConnectLife wordmark, and the gray tagline on a white background. The vertical and horizontal versions of the logo can be used as needed to best fit the space.
​
The grayscale and monochrome versions of the logo should only be used when full color is not possible, or in secondary positions after the full-color logo is used. Only use monochrome versions of the logo when the gradient is not possible.
​
Informal Logo Guidelines
​
The ConnectLife logo should only be used without a tagline when it is preceded by the full version with tagline or in instances where space is limited, and the smaller characters would be illegible.
​
ConnectLife Brand Guidelines
​
The written “ConnectLife” should always appear in copy as one word, with a capital C and L.
​
· Download ConnectLife Brand Standard Guidelines HERE
· Download ConnectLife High Resolution Logos HERE
​
Have a question about how to use the ConnectLife logo or brand guidelines? Send an email to Tricia Vertino, Graphic Designer at tvertino@connectlife.org for assistance.
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